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SERMON. 



** Mark the perfect man and behold the upright ; for the end of that man is 
peace/' — Psalm sxxvii. 37. 

The perfect man, in the language of the Scriptures, 
is the same as the upright. Absolute perfection is not 
found in men, belonging to the present world. Not only 
is their knowledge defective and their judgment erring, 
but their moral feelings and determinations partake in 
different degrees of their native sinfulness. " Who can 
say I have made my heart clean ; I am pure from my 
sin ?" It is the blessedness of those alone who have 
passed the boundaries of this mortal state, to be *' spirits 
of just men made perfect." 

But there are those, in this world of sin, whose charac- 
ters combine all the elements of moral rectitude. In 
the sense of completeness, they are perfect. There is 
nothing wanting in them that is necessary to constitute 
moral integrity, or true holiness. They are men of 
equity and of piety. They are not only just men, but 
they are merciful. They are not only kind to their 
friends and neighbors, but they love their enemies, and 
do good to them that hate them. They are zealous and 
humble; firm and meek; forbearing towards sinners 
and intolerant of sin. Their entire characters are con- 
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sistent and unifcrm, because they are upright ; they are 
governed by principle ; in the purpose of their hearts, 
" they walk in the law of the Lord, they keep his testi- 
monies, they do no iniquity." In this sense every 
Christian may and must be perfect. Every upright 
man is a perfect man. 

The man of this character, we are directed by the 
Psalmist to mark ; that is, to observe with attention and 
care. In the life of every such persop there is an ex- 
cellence which challenges attention, and there are les- 
sons of instructioa and persuasion which invite it. This 
is true of it when viewed by itself alone ; and much 
more when seen by faith in connection with its causes, 
circumstances and results. He was bom into this world 
of sorrow and of sin, an heir of immortality . He com- 
menced his course, like others, in apostasy from God, 
and the ruin of the fall. In this course he was appre- 
hended by the power of divine grace; was made to feel 
the sacredne^s of those obligations which he was violat- 
ing; was shown the divine glory and sufficiency of 
Christ ; he fell subdued in penitence and submission at 
his feet, and yielded himself in obedience to his call, 
" no longer to live the rest of his time in the flesh to the 
lusts of men, but to the will of God." Now first, in the 
view of him that looketh on the heart, he "had the 
character' of the upright; and this character amidst 
conflicts and trials, through all sufficient grace, he sus- 
tains to the last. He is opposed by the evil that is in 
the world. He is opposed by the principles of sin that 
struggle for the mastery in his own bosom. He is op- 
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posed by the rulers of the darkness of this world and 
spiritual wickedness in high places. In the contest, he 
is subject to occasional deviations ; yet, on the whole, 
he maintains the same steadfast course, serving God 
with a perfect heart and a willing mind ; that is, with a 
cheerful and unreserved obedience, until, at the ap- 
pointed hour, his work is done, his conflict is over, he 
overcomes, and goes to sit down with Christ on his 
throne. Such a person is a meet object of regard. He 
engages the attention of superior beings. He is a spec- 
tacle unto the angels ; and much more should be to 
men, partakers of the same nature, heirs of the same 
redemption, called to the same conflict, and pointed to 
the same glorious reward. 

All upright men, however, do not exhibit equal claims 
to our attention. As moral beings, they are indeed sub- 
stantially on a level ; and there are none so humble, 
that others, who mark their course, may not derive from 
it lessons of wisdom and virtue. But there are those 
in whom moral excellence is united to minds of a 
superior structure, and 'who are raised to stations of 
superior importance : men who exert a commanding 
influence in society, and whose lives are consequently 
regarded with special interest by all who are acquainted 
with them. It is with peculiar advantage that we 
mark the perfect man of this character and in these 
circumstances. 

The reason given in the text for our doing this is fuH 
of persuasion : " For the end of that man is peace." His 
life may have been one of toil and strife. * The upright 
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have no exemption from ordinary calamities ; and be- 
sides these, their uprightness exposes them to peculiar 
trials. In their sympathy with others, in proportion as 
they have the spirit of their Master, they*bear their 
sicknesses, and carry their sorrows ; they " remember 
them that are in bonds as bound with them," and are 
companions of those who are persecuted for righteous- 
ness' sake, and share with them in the reproaches and 
wrongs to which the common cause of truth and right- 
eousness exposes them. In some general proportion to 
the firmness of their purpose and the weight of their 
influence, is the opposition from the wicked which their 
uprightness, in times of popular commotion, occasions ; 
so that it becomes a general law of tha Redeemer's 
administration, that we must suffer, if we would reign 
with him. " These things," said Christ to his disciples, 
" I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have 
peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation : but be 
of good cheer, I have overcome the world." Peace in 
him they do have : as in the storms which befall them 
along the pathway of life, so also, when most they need 
it, at their journey's end. In its external form, indeed, 
the death of a good man, like his life, may not be mark- 
ed with peace. Instead of meeting it in the ordinary 
progress of decline, amidst a circle of connections and 
friends administering the relief which afiection and skill 
may afford, he may be burned at the stake, or cut off by 
the sword ; may be torn in pieces by wild beasts, or 
devoured by cannibals ; still, <* the end of that man is 
peace." His death itself is ordinarily peaceful, cheer- 
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ed by the approbation of a good conscience and serened 
by the hope of eternal glory ; and in a sense yet moie 
interesting than even this, is the end, the final state of 
that man, peace. His immortaUty is blessed. " I heard 
a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write ; Blessed 
are the dead which die in the Lord; yea, saith the 
Spirit, from henceforth ; that they may rest from their 
labors, and their works do follow them." 

For reasons like these, the life of such a man is 
always an interesting and profitable subject of contem- 
plation, and more especially when viewed at its close. 
Then, whatever irritation his opposition to our feelings 
may have occasioned, is gone, and the prejudices which 
may have blinded us with respect to any part of his 
character or conduct, are apt to give way. Then also 
the blemishes which we have seen or imagined in him 
and which too often assume an undue prominence in our 
view, we instinctively forget; that we may dwell upon 
the virtues which we may have but too little valued 
and which, we would fain believe, have conducted his 
willing soul to the realms of glory. From this position 
it is that we are exhorted by the text, to take our obser- 
vation. As standing around the remains of one whose 
course of integrity and usefulness has been passed 
among us, and whose spirit is removed to the world of 
glory, we are called on to " mark the perfect man, and 
behold the upright ;— rfor the end of that man is peace." 

Such reasons seem to demand that we spend the 
solemn moments allotted for this exercise, in more par- 
ticular contemplation of the character and course of that 
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estimable servant of God, whose death we all have so 
much cause to lament, while now we are assembled to 
commit his remains to the dust. It has been the happi- 
ness of this town from the first, to have a succession of 
men, in whose wisdom and integrity, the majority have 
been willing to confide, and who have proved them- 
selves worthy of the confidence that has been reposed 
in them. The stability of its institutions ; its social har- 
mony and order ; the support that has been given to its 
means of learning and religion ; and its general peace 
and prosperity are to be ascribed, in no inconsiderable 
degree, to this cause. A Hart, a Hooker, a Wadsworth, 
a Treadwell, with others, their loved and respected as- 
sociates in social and civil life, to say nothing of the 
ministers of the Gospel, who have lived and labored 
with them, have impressed themselves on almost every 
thing that we enjoy and are. Not to compare the ex- 
cellent magistrate, whose sudden departure we now de- 
plore, with any of these, in his entire character, I may 
safely say, that there were in him certain important 
traits in which he was inferior to none ; and that, among 
all the good influences which, in the kind Providence 
of God, have been employed in latter years, for the 
order and happiness of this community, the influence 
employed by him has been leading and conspicuous. 
In the various offices assigned him, his time, his 
thoughts, his powers, have been mainly devoted to this 
very thing; and all the knowledge, experience, and 
weight of character, which his life has been spent in 
acquiring, have qualified him to do it with singular suc- 
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cem ; and what Ave iiave now, with aU.bumfilsijF to de- 
plore, is, that in Ae very strength of bis y^ors and the 
midst of his ud^htess, he has been MS«Kideiily outpffl 
Where, now, m a tbbusand emergencies "which aro likely 
to arise, shall w«^ ga itar the informa^ifm and adviee <m 
wUch we can. so^siAfeiy rely ? But th«9e' are not tl^ 
tboK^hts to which ^ ^bject that I ha^e cheaen dipecta 
lift, aor on which k is tfmst profitable lo dwe&^ I woald 
fi3cy<3or minds on a fyw of those tra^ of oharsiol^ 
which coiistitiated the nsefulaess to whi^h we siw a^ 
ntmh indebted. I do this, certsiiniy not ^for his s^te^ 
nmr that he is gone where imib/^ th^ [nr^isas nor the 
eenaures of moiistal tongues £all upoii thenar; nor chiefly 
£)r the salcaof his friends, th^n^ we would gladly do 
any thing ^latmgbt serve to mxigB^ tha .a^iginsb of t)ie 
«ii^paratioH» or raise their heaKs 1^ G/^ in gimtil»de £ir 
ihe gift which thi»y have so long 9Lxti so intimailely enjoy- 
ed ; biit for th^ $a}ie of us all, that ^csejnay better kaa^ 
h&w t<x ^timate sudi men ; and more particulaiiy Sot 
^e Jake of those who are coming after them, that thay 
ivay leara themselves to be such. 

HoRAO£ CawLBSt £sQ., was bom October ISthy l?8fi. 
Although neither ^f his parents professed raligkm nnfil 
several yea^s ^terwards, yet he was trained by th««i 
from the first, ^nder a religious in&iaBee. Fsom his 
earliest y^ar* he was acoustomed to a complete sulgec- 
tion to the authority of both his j(ather auftd mother ; 
whom, in consequence?, be ever regarded with tb^ pro- 
fbundestfilial revereiiqe and afiection* ThU Assembly's 
2 
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Cateehiatn bs vt:m tatight by them, lis k^- early (jiild^. 
hood, afid ^ ott& or other of tfaem,«^ie8rsed it fi»0| 
memory, Saturday evening, or 1^ eNwwring foJlowksgi 
as oftfen as the Sabbath returned. To «l'S^t^ict and t&p^ 
erential obeervacnce of the Sabbaft,-aftd the daily <e3E* 
ercises of family worship, he was also trained ; and nw* 
der the kindly influence tTius exertefl npoa him, be eariy 
showed a tenderness of oonscienee, aad a fear of 6ad* 
Iff whioh he wsts tneitjifully restr^fted fr^n profa&eneiNl 
d»d odier outbreakings of vice. In 1797, when he was 
scarcely fifteen years old, he was axhnitted into the Presb- 
toan Class in Yale CoBege ; his preparation for wkteh 
having been made partly under the instruction of Rev* 
Cyprian Sttx>ng of Chatham, and partly under that of 
his beloved minister, tfie Rev. Mr. Washburn. He was 
a! reputable scholar as a member of OoHege, tiB Ae 
second term of his Senior year; when, having fer 
Several months b6ea the subject of a growing ddbility^ 
which, in a great nreai^re incapaci*»ted him for studyt 
tod threatened a speedy terminalicwt of his life^ he rfe- 
turned home ; and th»ti^ invited by the Faouky to fefe 
present with his class at their examination for degrees, 
he chose not to avail himself of the opportunity, and in 
consequence was never enrolled with them as a gradu- 
ate. Soon after his return, he engaged himself as a 
clerk to Mr. Samuel Richards, then a merchant at the 
north end df the village ; with whom he afterwards, for 
Orshort time, became a partner ih business. In 1 SOS be 
entei^d into business al the same place, as a moK^haalt 
with hU younger brother; and the same year was 
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married io Hajbly Ajcn giirrH, <»£ pceciQus m&m>xy4 
by whetn m years Mkm'mg he had tea ehU4i:w» 
Searee}^ xra^ he settled in life, when he was selected 
for poy^^ trust. While yet a yoixng man, he. w^jb jcaot* 
stitated a Jastice of the Peace ; and with the, exception 
of I beBeve a few years, whea, m consequence of ,th6 
violence of party measures and the oflfence -v^lnch 1m 
&iDnes8 had given, he was passed by in the appoints 
moBt, he coatinued till his death in the enligh^ned and 
iigjtAf respected discharge of that important office* H« 
wcs also early one of the Select-men of this town, aad 
m soeh ^^endered it services which will long be remexp- 
boned, and the fruits o£ which will remain. In. latepr 
y9Bi9 he has been sent as a Representative of the town 
ta Ae Legislature, and entrusted with other responsible 
offices, both of the town and of the Ecclesiastical and 
School Societies. Nor ought his gratuitous and long 
continued services as visitor of schools, and a teacher 
wid instructor of the choir of singers, to be forgotten. 
Of ecclesiastical oouncUs, also, both stated and occa-* 
sienal, he has firequently been a member, as a delegate 
of the church i aod his influence in them has been felt, 
and commstaded respect. And in the various benevo* 
lent societimta which he belonged, either as a member 
or an cffioer, Missionary, Temperance, Anti-Masonic, or 
Anti-Slavery, whatever difference of opinion there may 
be of their wisdom or usefulness, none who knew the 
man eouid <kmbt that he was actuated by a sincere and 
ardent lityve to God and his fellow-men ; and none asso- 
ciated with him could fail to perceive that his has beea 
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ftmeng trhe master mtnde that have intqwtrtedk t» ^^n 
whatever energy aod efieet they hare possafiaed* How 
widely will the loss of him be fek ! How deftly it^yi 
be deplored ! The rich and the poor ; the freeman and 
the slave ; the wise and the unwise ; his frieatls and 
those who used to be his enemies ; are his mourners 
together. 

In the character of every good man, varieut^ eaoeeJ* 
fences are united. Of these, sormb of course, a*e cobot 
raon to good men. All these it is useful to consider ; 
but in the contemplation of any particular object, w« 
rather dwell on those things by which it is distinguisted. 
These afibrd the instruction appropriate to it. Obsor^iP* 
ing this rule in the present case, I have selected Ss^ 
your contemplation the following as among the promiii^ 
ent features in the character of this great and gooA 
man. 

1. He was a man of singular benevolenee.^^Those who 
knew him only as they felt his opposition in the progress 
of debate, or the execution of law, are but illy pre- 
pared to estimate his real character in this respect. In 
the strength of his aim at the object which his judgment 
approved, there was often a sternness in his manner, a 
severity in his remarks, and an apparent disregard of 
the pain which they would be likely to occasion, which 
to a stranger might seem no better than a stoical selfr 
will. But whoever has mingled with him in the ordin- 
ary occasions of life, might soon perceive that the stiera- 
ness of which he may have complained was notbeoaftise 
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tfaer^ was. less li^derD^^s in liis4ie^ tQ^^ards k^is fellow 
men, than k to bQ fouiui ia mote .geotle. i^rite^ ha% 
because his Iqvb £br tFUth and his devotion to piviQipte 
was goeater ;-rthat although th«d^ ibr the time wag? 
capable of bearing be&re.ibem every other se&tinneiit 
and feeling, yet*no sooner was the object of befieyol^iil. 
regard presented, in circuHistanceawhere he would &9f4 
himself at liberty to meet it, thsm it wa« m^-^ to het 
made welcome^ Who among u^t in proportion to bis 
ability^, more liberally than be^ has '^ dealt out his bre^ 
to the hungry, or brought in the poor that was cast out 
to his house, or, when he has seen the naked has covered 
him?'^ Whoyinore proo^ptly tbda he« hja» subjected 
hk»self to incoavaniQuce toaccoipmodate the strangiaii 
smd: given his timo and aUention to opice^s of unac- 
ted hospitaMty ? Who of ypn that, has beeo with him 
&a a journey or an ordinary visit, has not ibund hiip 
kindly anticipating your evicary want, and desiroue, with 
1m own hands, by all fxopet meass^ to miinst^ lo youf 
cei&fiirt? Who has spent more nigjbtethait^ be in w^:ll^ 
ii^ with the sick, or been a n^ore constant atteodaat at 
tisBe houae of mourning, Ibr the buri^ of the dead ? And 
what reason will any one find lo imagine that in all th^ 
pmney^ which he has made, aad tha labors which he has 
peffofixied, for these many years^ to arrest the progress 
of intemperaace and bzeak the jetteiis of the slave, with 
no hope of temporal rewafd^ and o&eci in the midst of 
oHoquy and abuse, bis governing prinoiple has been 
lees benevolent ? I freely say Aat^in some, of the meas- 
ures which he has warmly pur§ued,.I have not had the 
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bftppineM to thiak aini aet with Urn. Btit I kave netrwr 
dottbted fiir a nKHXieat that banevcdence was the sjmng 
of Ms dctionfip ; and in their object Z trust my own hean 
has beat in onison widi his* Yes! the widow and ttie 
teheKkrss, tibe <}e6tttnte mid houseless, the stranger 
and the friend, the slave of raoBi andthe moce wretch* 
ed slave of hist, are wilnesaes of his benevolence ;-^Hnot 
tlM^ soft and sickly s^KNbility which only weeps at woes 
whioh k has not the sel^enial or the courage to relieve ^ 
btit benevolenee, wann*bearted, determined, and self" 
satiriftckig; 

2. Ms toot a mem dhtii^gmfhed for hk jpsMie spirit. — 
There are persons not wanting in beiifinK>lence, withifiC 
c<&rtain spheres of action, who yet have but little pabtt^ 
spirit* They have not the dtscemsnent and iir&-thoiight 
to see whe^ is deeded for the pubMegood, or how much 
it is needed. They ere contented to see tfaiags as ibey 
were in the days of their &rtier8, and to cransmit tbm 
unaltered to their children* Bat thepe is heife eaad diev^ 
a man who, to a smad th»t disoems the pnUie imerastt 
unites the disimex^tadneas to pursue it* &ieh a tXiBH 
was he who lor so maay yeeov cenduoted^WH: ptib^ 
praise to God, a:nd trained oat choir &r that ioq^off^no^ 
and ^teUghtful office without fee Odr reward ; who with 
^ same gratuitousoiess, year after year, spem days axid 
nights and fode through snews and storms to orgasiee 
and iastruct our scbodb ; who began the impfovemeait 
that has been made ia the side^-walks akmg our streets 
and first skirted a part ^ them with rsrws of shade 
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trees ^ wfaoee haiicU with tl)ose of tbrenp. qt^s#* pteut^ 
ed the maplesr wbigh sjarrouocl the green whei^ we oxe 
B«w ass^nbled; to wboge resaliHion and coars^^ in 
carrying out a j»easuf« which the Soci^y had not ex* 
pressly warranted, but which^ being accoHapU3hed, he 
fiwesaw that they could not but approve, we are in- 
debted ibr the iraprovem^ot which the gteem has n^re 
recently received ; and, as a lasting mopjum^nt to. his 
indoniitable poipio^ of - public usefulness, who took an 
original and a leading part in coi^ucting the cixfe»r 
pondence abroad, informing the public naind at h^u^ 
and carrying into effect the public will, by which secure 
and permanent bridges have been thrown aoross chsc 
streams, and an establishment £>rmed for the suppojft 
and comfort of the poor. 

3., He uHis a man of great procticql tmsdom. — The end 
of thought is action ; and it particularly concerns every 
man so to direct his thoughts, that he may be qualified 
tQ act wisely and efficiently in the sphere in which he is 
c|^d, by the Providence of God, to move» Suoh was 
the direction that was early given to the mind of this exr 
cdlent man. Called to the magistracy while yet cooa- 
piMratively in his youth, he applied himself, with thead- 
vantages of mental discipline which his education had 
given him, to the study of the law — ^the general pjrinci- 
ples of law, and ;more particularly the laws, to the 
administration of which he was called, and the rules of 
evidence to guide his judgment in their application. By 

^ Luther ^eymdui^ Timotliy tl. RcMbt md MN liuAjMi. 
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thte nspads, though be was never a profe^si^Mml lawyer, 
he acquired tt rich fund of legal science ; in eonsequepce 
of wliich, together with his habits of business, he has 
long beeft a counsellor in difficult and important caseSj 
both of ft municipal tad private character, exceedingly 
valued, and much resorted to. How many hours 
almost daily has he been accustomed to devote to the 
numeroas applicants who have come to hini for advice ! 
How many difficulties, by his prudencte have been ad* 
justed! How much expense, by his timely counselii 
ha9 been prevented ! And how little pecuniary remunep- 
atkm for these services, he has received ! Nor was his 
knowledge limited to the bu^ness of his particular 
irffices* On most subjects of ordinary interest, moral, 
political, historical, and religious, his reading was con- 
siderable, his views were distinct, his judgment was 
sound, and his conversation of course was engaging 
and instructive. 

4. He was eninendy a man of system. — When a chiW, 
the same habit of exactness marked his dress, his 
studies, his behavior, which he afterwards carried into 
the business of life. We see it beautifully impressed, 
in the routni, fuU, uniform, hand-^writing of the public 
records which he has made. When he came into the 
office of Select-man, the papers of the town, as I iam 
informed, he found scattered in different places ; some 
had been lost ; and, in a particular case, those on which 
un important decision at court was depending had 
been thraws a«ide m a garret^ as of no ase«^^ It was by 
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him that they were collected and arranged, according to 
the order in which they have since been preserved. 
Conscientiously exact in all things, the small as well ai^ 
the great, his course among us has beeri consistent and 
uniform. You have found him, unless hindered by 
absolute necessity, always here on the Sabbath, and 
always in season. You have found him always, on the 
spot, and at the hour appointed, for the meeting of a 
committee of which he was a member ; and I doubt 
not, that whoever may succeed him in the responsible 
offices of pecuniary trust which he has held, will find 
the accounts complete and the papers in place, so far 
as the circumstances of the case have allowed. How 
much time might be saved, and trouble, disappointment 
and vexation prevented, were the same beautiful sys- 
tem observed by all. Certainly there is no slight obliga- 
tion involved in the Apostolical injunction, ** Let all 
things be done decently, and in order." 

6. He teas a man of remarkahle firmness. — ^This prob* 
ably was his most prominent feature, and that in which 
he excelled most others. For these many years, I have 
thought, that *among all my acquaintances, there has 
been no other so perfect an example of that decision of 
character, which is so admirably described by Foster, 
as this dear and valued friend. There were combined 
in him, in a most uncommon manner, that clearness of 
apprehension, that strength of conception, that confi- 
dence in the judgments which he had once formed, and 

that determination of purpose and courageous superior- 
3 
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ity to popular displeasure in carrying forward his deter- 
miaatioas to their practical results, together with that 
kindling of zeal under resistance and gathering of 
strength amidst opposition, which together constitute 
this rare and most important feature of mental great- 
ness. He saw what ought to be done. He felt that 
what ought to be done, might be done ; and having once 
engaged in effecting it, he could rest in nothing short of 
the perfection of which he had the model in his own 
mind. There was perhaps one defect. On subjects of 
practical moment, such as those on which he loved to 
dwell, having formed his judgment, which he was wont 
to do with deliberation and care, and therefore with ccwr- 
rectness, such was his ardor in prosecuting it, that, as I 
have thought, he was not always as open as might be 
desired, to conviction fix)m the evidence that might be 
presented to a contrary decision. Having once made 
up his mind, he was hard to be convinced that he might 
be in the wrong. This sometimes appeared like ob- 
stinacy. Yet it was not obstinacy, in the sense of ad- 
herence to one's own opinions, merely because tBey are 
his own ; but it was the strength of his conviction that 
his opinions were founded in truth. This, if not in- 
separable from minds of his cast, is commonly inciden- 
tal to them. It belongs to the imperfection of all things 
here below. It is only in heaven that we are to expect 
a perfect equipoise of the different powers of our men^ 
tal constitution, as well as a perfect harmony and 
strength of our moral feelings and determinations. In 
that world there will be a union of excellences, mental 
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ttsd moral, which here are divided and incompatible. In 
tkhe language of a commentator on a passage of the Rev- 
elation, " our glass will be all gold, and our gold all 
gjass," as John says, " the street of the city was pure 
gold, as it were transparent glass." 

The firmness of which I speak in our departed 
frknd was original. It was founded, in part at least, in 
his mental constitution. It was accordingly developed 
kk his early manhood and as soon as the opportunity for 
its public manifestation was presented. The mention 
of a single instance wiU forcibly bring this to the minda 
o£ some of you, and to others, especially the young 
men who are coming forward to succeed him, may be 
useful. When he was yet a young man, more than 
thirty years since, and I believe as the first office to 
which he was appointed by the town, he was made one 
of the Board of Listers. It was under the old law of 
taxation, according to which it was his duty as one of 
the Board, to procure fiill and fair lists of all the taxable 
property belonging to the inhabitants ; and among the 
rest, of the money at interest, in notes of hand, which 
for many years and by a general consent had been kept 
back, under an impression that it was for the Listers to 
insert it, if they could find the evidence of it, and not 
for the holders, of their own accord, to give notice of iu 
There was one way of coming to the knowledge of it* 
The Board of Listers might insert the probable amount, 
according to their own estimation, which was to stand, 
unless the holders themselves should come forward, and 
on oath declare the real amount. This course he per* 
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«uaded the Board to adopt ; seeing no reason why the 
poor man, with his few acres and little stock, who with 
hard labor was barely able to sustain his family, should 
be obliged, only because his property was visible, to 
bear those burdens, from which the rich money-holder 
at his side, more benefited than he by the protection of 
the law, was exempt, and which by that means fell with 
accumulated weight upon him. But as might have 
been expected, it raised a storm. Most of the monied 
interest in the town was against him. The civil au- 
thority met on the occasion. A decision against the List- 
ers was procured ; and something which the youthful 
leader of the band said on the occasion brought upon 
him, by vote of the authority, a reprimand, which was 
accordingly administered by one from whom more than 
from almost any other, it must have been felt ; — ^the 
venerable man who was afterwards Governor Tread- 
well. The next day, however, that great and good man, 
on a review of the proceeding, became convinced that 
he had unconsciously wronged the youthful vindicator 
of justice and law; and as it was always a part of his 
greatness in such a case to do, he hastened to confess 
the wrong; and from that day till his death they enjoy- 
ed each other's highest affection and confidence. The 
position, too, was eventually sustained ; and ever since, 
the object, in some happy measure, has been accom- 
phshed. 

Such was an early specimen of that energy of mind 
which has made him to this community so important a 
benefactor, and to the cause of justice and humanity so 
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able a defender ; which has brought about him the circle 
of the good, and encouraged their endeavors, however 
some of them for a time might be displeased or alarmed 
at the boldnedB of his measures ; and which certainly 
has to some extent overpowered and defeated the coun- 
sels of the bad; which has given efficiency to the laws, 
and spread around our Sabbaths and our fire-sides the 
shield of their protection. I can add only, what must 
by no means be omitted, that 

6. He was a man of consistent and steadfast* piety. — 
When first his heart was brought into submission to 
Gqd, it would be impossible for us to say. From child- 
hood, his conscience was tenderly susceptible. Under 
the preaching and in the family of Mr. Washburn, the 
revered pastor of his j^outh, he was the subject of per- 
manent religious impressions. From the first day of 
my preaching here, he has been a constant attendant, 
and a most intent listener. A congregation of young 
men, hearing the Gospel as he heard, would be such as 
probably earth never saw. Ever since he had a family, 
the worship of God, it is believed, has been daily ob- 
served in his house ; and in all the intercourse of life, 
he has appeared to be governed habitually by religious 
principle. But it was not till the memorable revival of 
1821, that he was so far persuaded of his reconciliation 
to God, as to make a public profession of his faith. 
Since that time, for almost twenty years, he has walked 
with this church, a consistent, useful and esteemed 
member. 
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No single person is made for every thing. There aro 
services in the church in which some of us have desired 
to see this respected brother more active than we 
have always found him* He was not so communica- 
tive on subjects pertaining immediately to spiritual ex- 
perience ; he was not so constantly at prayer-meetings; 
he was not so willing to lead the prayers of others ; as 
some of us have wished. This was not his particular 
turn of mind and because her^ was not the sphere of use^ 
fulness for which especially God designed him. But 
diat he had feeling and deep feeling on the great sub- 
jects of the Gospel ; that he cordially embraced the 
scheme of salvation which it reveals, and by the &ith of 
Jesus Christ walked with God ; that he sympathized with 
the prayerful in the revivals of religion which we have 
enjoyed, and welcomed Christ in the power of his Spirit 
to his house and throughout all our borders ; and that he 
took a zealous part with Zion's friends in the evange- 
Hzing of the world, I need not say. Nor when I have 
heard him pray, have I wondered that you desired him 
often to lead your minds to God in this exercise. But 
it was that religious principle which seemed to be the 
main spring of his actions ; which was an important 
feature in that firmness of mind of which I have spoken, 
gave it its direction, and tempered its severity ; which 
determined him, on all occasions, and in all circum- 
stances, to do right, leaving events with Him to whom 
they belong ; — this it was especially on account of which 
I feel myself warranted to say that he was a man of 
consistent and stable piety. 
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By afflictions, many and severe, and at no distant in- 
tervals through his whole life, has his faith been tried. 
To the censure and abuse which he hats sometimes re- 
ceived, he could not be insensible. By bereavement, 
also, his heart has been rent more frequently and severely 
than almost any other. Seven children he has followed 
to the grave ; and several of them, of rare promise, and 
at an age when they engaged all the affections of a 
parent's heart. The wife of his youth followed them ; 
and other friends, both of his father's family and his own, 
one after another, have been torn from his side, leaving 
time scarcely for the first throes of grief at the separa- 
tion to subside, before, by another stroke, they were 
revived. In all these he has been meekly submissive. 
He has owned the hand of a wise and righteous God, 
and like Aaron held his peace. 

In more particular application of these remarks, I 
have not the time to say what might be desired ; but I 
must suggest to the bereaved connections, the occasion 
of ^atitude which they have that God has bestowed 
upon them such a father, and brother, and friend, and 
continued to them his counsels, affections and care, so 
long. Few could lose so valuable a friend ; and if 
your affliction on that account the more demands our 
sympathy, your gratitude also should be pmportionable. 
To the children, in particular, I cannot forbear to sug* 
gest what cause of thankfulness you have that he has 
lived to see you all with himself in the church of God. 
How woidd it wound, now that father and mother have 
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left you, were you obliged to feel that their God was not 
yours, and whithei' they are gone you could not come. 
Let the dear hope that they are now with God, bring 
you near with them every day to the same God, and 
raise your thoughts and affections to the same world of 
everlasting purity and peace. 

To the young men who are present, let me say ; 
" Mark the perfect man." As you are coming forward 
to take the places of those who from time to time are 
removed to the grave, bear in mind that you too are 
hastening along the same path which they trod, and 
with them must stand before the judgment-seat of 
Christ. Labor then that you may be accepted of him. 
-Begin with the fear of God. Be governed in all your 
actions by religious principle. Whatever may befall or 
threaten you, dare to do eight. Be governed by 
enlightened principles. Have clear and determinate 
views of things ; more especially of those things with 
reference to which you are called to act ; and above all, 
of those which pertain to your highest concern, things 
divine and eternal. Know certainly what you believe* 
and why you believe it. Have fixed principles — ^princi- 
ples which you will not be ashamed to avow and on 
which, in the trials of life, and the solemnities of death, 
you will not be afraid to depend. Aim that what you 
do be well done ; that it not only approximate towards 
that which it should be, but that it be exactly and alto- 
gether such. Live nottoyourselves, but to God. Live 
to do good ; to do the most good that is possible. "Be 
ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work 
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of the Lord." So shall you not have lived in vain. Your 
lives, in so far as your own decision can mate them so, 
will be peaceful, and your end, most indubitably, will 
be blessed. 

To every man and woman here present let me say, 
" Set thine house in order, for thou shalt die and not 
live." In the midst of life we are in death. So we 
were recently admonished by the sudden departure of 
one among us at the head of a numerous family depend- 
ent on his daily counsels and caxe.* So the voice of 
Providence sounds again and sounds aloud, and the 
man of wisdom wiU heax. " Whatsoever thy hand 
findeth to do, do it with thy might ; for there is no work, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave 
whither thou goest." 

* Timothy Wadsworth* 
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APPENDIX. 



8TATXAUBNT Of DH. A. THOMSON, THE FAMILY PHTSIOUN« 

The health of Mr. Cowlks for some time before his death was not per** 
feet-^about two years previousljr a severe cough had confined him to his 
house much of the winter. This affection had never been removed; and 
occasionally when aggravated was attended with pain in the chest. Hence^ 
though medical advice was not sought, he was careful to avoid unnecessary 
exposure to the weather and even to night-air; and a departure from his 
usual custom in this respect probably occasioned his last illness. Having 
gone out and passed the evening abroad on the 31st of January, he was 
seized very suddenly on retiring for the night, with severe chills and pain 
in the side, and these symptoms were soon followed by considerable febrile 
excitement, constituting pneumoaia. This disease continued to the 6th of 
February when it terminated his life at eleven o'clock, P. M. 

A post-mortem examination of the contents of the chest, while it discover- 
ed no adhesion nor purulent or serous effusion, showed both lobes of the 
lungs to be congested throughout, and the lower portion of the left inferior 
lobule moderately hepatized, evincing disease of considerable standing. 

An interesting trait in the character of Mr. Cowles was strikingly ex- 
hibited in his last sickness. In the various instances of disease which occur- 
red in his family, (and few families have been more afflicted,) he was ever 
strongly solicitous at the commencement andduring the course of the malady 
to learn from his family physician, what means were to be resorted to for the 
recovery or relief of the patient, and how and when they were to be applied; 
and having received specific directions on the subject, he was ever remark-^ 
ably careful to see that they were minutely and punctually executed. While 
thus doing aU that the judgment of the physician and his own affection and 
sense of duty dictated, he seemed wholly inclined to leave all consequences 
to the Supreme Disposer, never manifesting, as is often done, an extreme 
and distressing anxiety about the issue. In like manner in his own last sick-» 
ness, though suffering severe bodily pain, and observing in the countenan^ 
ces of his friends at the bed-side, but too evident marks of alarm and appro' 
hension, he is not known to have inquired in a solitary instance of his med- 
ical attendants, their opinion as to the result of his illness, — such were his 
composure and resignation, and his habitual inclination to commit all events 
to the disposal of Divine Providence. 
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